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Workshop Innovative housing

a) The consequences of demographic change on the housing market

b) Innovative housing pilot of Twenteb) Innovative housing pilot of Twente



Consequences of demographic change on the 

housing market 

• Is dependent on number of households

• Reduces pressure on the housing market

• House prices are lower than the national average

• Increases the choices for consumers

• Increases the vacancy rates

• Concentration of specific groups

• Quality of the living environment can be affected  negatively

• Concentrated in least attractive part of housing stock



What are the challenges in DC NOISE?

We do not want this...



What are the problems?

• Organisational (coordination) problems

• Financial problems

• Contradicting policies• Contradicting policies

• When anticipating or responding to demographic decline, local 

and regional governments mainly adopt a strategy of improving 

the quality of the housing stock and stimulating employment. In 

both cases, there is a danger of competition between local 

authorities (or regions and provinces), which may lead to 

uneconomic spatial investments and irreversible spatial 

developments.



What could be the solutions?

1. Without a restructurering or 
demolition fund the financial problems demolition fund the financial problems 
in dealing with less quality houses 
and vacancy will not be solved 

YES/NO



What could be the solutions?

2. Municipalities and other involved 
parties should be forced to join in a parties should be forced to join in a 
regional implementation strategy, 
because it’s a regional problem 

YES/NO



What could be the solutions?

3. Owners of pauperized
privately owned houses privately owned houses 
that can’t sell their house should be 
helped financially by government and
housing corporations 
YES/NO



What could be the solutions?

• Which solutions dealing with the 
declining quality or vacancy are taken up declining quality or vacancy are taken up 
in your region/organisation?





An example: innovative housing in Twente

Proposed new concepts:

• Spatial planning: 

– Demolition of lesser quality houses in order to create ‘space’ – Demolition of lesser quality houses in order to create ‘space’ 

for new, quality houses;

– City planning

• Architecture:

– Design for all: design and build houses where old and young 

people want to/ can live.

– Design houses different in order to decrease the amount of 

care people need.



An example: innovative housing in Twente

Proposed new concepts:

• (Health)care and welfare:• (Health)care and welfare:

– Use of in house technology related to ambient technology

– Offer housing in combination with services.

• Financial and organisational arrangements:

– ‘Convert your house into cash’.

– Management and new services by housing associations and 

care organisations.



1

We don’t need to interfere, the market 

will handle the consequences of the 

demographic change on the housing demographic change on the housing 

market.

Yes / No



2

The housing market of the future has 

to focus on the elderyto focus on the eldery

Yes / No



3

It is a good strategy to compete with other 

regions / countries and postpone regions / countries and postpone 

shrinkage (a little bit) longer

Yes / No



4

With the focus on living independent as 

long as possible the threat of loneliness long as possible the threat of loneliness 

exists

Yes / No



6

Municipalities and health care 

organizations miss a vision for the long organizations miss a vision for the long 

term

Yes / No



Thanks


